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Customers asked, and we listened! Winter and Christmas-themed gourds are making a comeback. 
To get our inventory ready, we’re launching the “Christmas in June” Summer Challenge. Join the fun 
and help us stock the gourd store. All challenge donations go directly toward supporting IDGS at the 

festival Gourd Store. Entries due: June 13 at the summer picnic.  Prize to 1st place, selected by 
members vote-paid membership for the coming year. Multiple entries accepted  

Entries support IDGS and the Gourd Store. 

 

 

We don’t hide our Crazy…We parade It! 

Back by popular demand  

 We will be having the parade again this year-Saturday, Sept. 19.  Think, design, create something 
wearable with gourds being a part of your attire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Get ready to explore the vendor tent where handcrafted treasures and local flavors bring the festival 
spirit to life!  Come wander through the vendor tent to discover incredible makers, including two 
specialty booths where you can pick up tools of the trade to start your own creative journey.     
Look who has reserved a Vendor Booth… 

• Carole Meltzer-decorated gourds & raw gourds  

• Cass Iverson-painted, sculpted, & carved gourd art 

• Chris Peters-gourd art featuring birds & mammals, southwest inspired art, beads & 
embellishments 

• Gaylene Austin-gourd art  

• Kay Coughran-gourd vessels, cards, ornaments, gourd related paintings 

• Marla Garber-Optima Wood burners, Ram carvers, Duragrit Burrs, Epoxy Wood putty, supplies 

• Peggy Jared-pending 

• Ron Swank-gourd art, musical instruments, rainsticks, thunderdrums  

• Shelly Garber-on demand T-shirts with custom design 

• Sue Haberer-decorated gourds & Powertex  

• Taeko D’Andrea-gourd art, various sizes and mediums  

• Woodcraft-Razertip Wood burners, Tools, CA glue & Accelerant, supplies (discount during 
festival) 

  

Vendors at the Festival
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Whether you want to master a new craft and/or create unique gourd art, our festival classes are 
where the magic happens.   

• Wednesday, September 16: IDGS members only (RSVP to Radenne to reserve a spot) 
o Marla Garber-Turtle class, $70, class size-17 people 
o Sue Haberer-Ancient Digs class, $65, class size-12 people 

• Friday, September 18, open to members & the public (register at FranzWitte.com):   
o Susan Carter-Zentangle  
o Lisa Libby-faux beading  

• Saturday, September, 19, open to members & the public (register at FranzWitte.com):  
o Sue Haberer-Circus Butterfly   
o  Kathy Baldwin-sun catcher 

• Sunday, September, 20, open to members & the public (register at Franzwitte.com):   
o Marla Garber-Bubble Galore 

 
Volunteer Help is Needed 

Think about ways you may support the festival.  Each area of the festival needs volunteers to make it 
happen.  From Set-up to the Gourd Store, Silent Auction, Competition Staging, Judging, Security, 

Welcome Table, Make & Take, Demos, Spotlight Presentations, 
The committee chairs will be reaching out to you.  Generally speaking, volunteer shifts run in two-

hour increments. So it’s very possible that you can hop from one to another. 

 

Gourd Store 
Our biggest source of income for IDGS.  Can we count on your support? 

Donation Needs 

Is that gourd art just gathering dust?  Ready to make space for a new masterpiece?  
The Gourd Store offers a wonderful solution!  Our customers adore unique art, and 
your piece could find a happy new home.  If you’re willing to part with your treasure, 
please consider donating it to the Gourd Store.   

• Member’s Gourd Art 

• Gourds-cleaned & craft ready 

• Bag of gourd shards 

• Painting supplies-alcohol inks, acrylic 
paints, leather dyes, ink dyes, 
embossing powders, brushes, etc.  

• Embellishments 

• Weaving Supplies 

• Tools-new or used  

• Art books-gourd related only 

• Storage containers

 

*Donated supplies should be in “new or gently used” condition. 

Donations can be brought to the IDGS monthly meeting or dropped off at the Sunshine Patch in Nampa.   

englishlradenne@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:englishlradenne@gmail.com
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Silent Auction 
The silent auction is our second largest income stream. It’s crucial that we, as members, actively 
support its success.  Christy Pletcher, chairperson for the Silent Auction, is reaching out for your 
support. You can contribute by joining her team or by securing a donation from a beloved local 
business-think your favorite store, restaurant, coffee shop, and so on.  Every bit of help makes a 
difference!  Remember, the bidding isn’t limited to the gourd community; the general public often 
participates.  This opens up a wealth of potential donations beyond gourds, such as gift baskets, 
coffee mugs paired with gift cards, tools, artwork-truly, anything could be a desirable item!  Let’s pool 
our resources and make this auction a resounding success. Christypletcher@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Next Up…Gourd Cleaning Pop-Up 

 

When: May 22, 2026 

Where: 819 Mason Road, Caldwell ID. 

Time: 10:00 a.m. 

 

Ken and Alan are hosting the annual Gourd Scrubbing Pop-Up and potluck to benefit 

the Idaho Gourd Store.   You are invited for a fun day of socializing while helping to 

support IDGS. 

 

As a bonus, Ken will be giving tours of his beautiful garden.  I wonder what will be 

in bloom?  

 

For this pop-up you will need to bring your favorite lawn chair, scrubbing equipment 

such as pot and pan scrubbers, brushes, good quality rubber gloves, and plenty of 

elbow grease. You can also bring a tub or bucket for soaking and rinsing gourds. Old 

clothing is advised along with shoes appropriate for barnyard usage. 

 

For the potluck, bring your favorite dish to share with the group and whatever you want to drink. Plates and 

cutlery will be provided.   
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Pop-Up Halloween Ornaments, April 17 

Members got into the groove with the making of the Halloween ornaments that will hang on the 
spooky Halloween tree at the Gourd Store.  Wait till you see how cute and spooky these ornaments 
are.  We set a goal of 50 ornaments, based on last year’s sales.  And we hit that mark.  Thanks to the 
following people for your help: Anne Frankel, Barb Gamel, Esther Ussing, Janet Melligh, Linda Ungson, 

Marcelle McMillin, Mellow Prock, Peggy Goldey-Coleman, Radenne English, Randy Lentell, & Sue Lentell 

 

 

 

 

Donations Received 

A shout out to the following people for their donations in the month of April.  Thank you so much. 

4/11 Alan Sweeney-gourd shards for the gourd store inventory 

4/17 Alan Sweeney, Christy Pletcher, Janet Melligh, Radenne English-gourds for Halloween ornaments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If I have missed recognizing your donations, please let me know. I want you to know how much your 
contributions are appreciated.  


