Whale Gourd class 2015

Choose a good thick solid gourd for your whale, the tail can be curved or straight what ever pleases you.
The thicker the gourd the better it will withstand the work we have to do to it. You can sand the outside if
you like or leave a little roughness feel as the Whale has barnacles on iis hide naturafly.

Step one : We will mark the mouth area by tracing a pattern appropriate to the size of the whale, Place the
pattern so the blossom end is covered and in the lower area of the mouth . We will then burn the baleen fines
on the mouth piece, you don’t need to burn all the way to the bottom of the piece. We will be turning this
up side down and gluing it to the top of the opening.. You will mark the eyes, blow hole, and the
approximate location for the flippers. We will also mark and burn in the gut expansion lines on the bottom of
the whale.

Step Two: We will use a exacta knife for starting the cut out of the mouth on the bottom of the mouth
area. Cut opening with your saw. Carefully lift out the mouth piece from the gourd. We will clean and sand
the under side of this piece and glue it back into the hole later. The inside of the gourd will be cleaned the
seed ball may need to be broken up so all the fiber can be removed from the mouth hole. The inside is
scrapped and carefully cleaned as clean as you possibly can. Don’t put to much stress on the mouth or it will
break!!!!! The tail area has to be clean too. Once it is cleaned thoroughly , sand if you can, it will be painted
inside. 1 like to use Black mixed with some varaish to seal the inside. Now it has to dry before we go on.

Step Three: Choose the style of Flipper you want and determined how large they need to be to blend with
the whale. The flippers and Fluke will be cut from another gourd one thick and strong. It will need to have
some curve to it so it blends with the whale. You will cut 2 but remember they have to be opposite one for
right side and left side. Curved to accommodate each side. I Cut the flipper with a notch to hook inside the
whale, this gives it  little more support and makes it stronger. The Fluke or Tail will be cut t0o it can have a
curve making it flip or slant to one side or the other. I get this from cutting a piece from a bottle gourd neck
area it needs to be wide enough to go with your whale. All these pieces are scrapped ,cleaned and sanded till
the under side is smooth. The edges are sanded in a bevel top and bottom, to give them a streamed fine look.
Also try not to leave sanding ridges on the edges make smooth sleek lines. The under side can be painted
like the inside of the whale or blended with the color you choose for the outside.

Step Four: The mouth piece is fitted into the hole with the straight side up into the top of the whale. Fitting
and working takes time. Some go in whole, some have to be cut in half and placed into the opening one
piece at a time. This is 2 small opening and some fingers will not work consider this when you are choosing
the whale body. A fuller head will give you a little more space to work in. I have had to fit them in both
ways either works but if you cut it you have to work the pieces to fit right. Once they are glued I hold them
in place with little clamps pushing the underside close to the body as tightly as possible. This has to dry
before going on. I have always used the E-6000 glue for this step, it gives me time to work with adjusting
before it sets up. It, the ghie, can be painted and the excess pulled off with tweezers.

Step Five; Once the whale mouth is dry you can cut the Blow hole, the siot for the Tail and the flippers.
Trace the curved shape of the end of the flipper on to the side of the whale I try to make the cut as close in
shape and width to only let the flipper slip in to the slot fitting as close and tight as possible. WITH OUT
MAKING TO MUCH STRESS ON EITHER THE BODY OR THE FLIPPER. The better the fi the less
fill you need around the area. I like to use my cutting wheel for this cut instead of my saw I have more
control with the wheel. T trim and fit several times to get it right. The tail hole is harder to cut because you
are cutting through the stem area and it is very hard. Some times it simply cuts crooked and that gives the
tail a flip to one side or the other. When you get the fits right and are happy you will glue the flippers and tail
in place. This has to be done one at a time so you don’t dislodge any of the pieces.
I have used wood glue mixed with gourd dust to fill the space, I have also used PC-Lumber €pOXy putty.
This is paint able and flexible to fill gaps. d

Once the glued parts are dry I usually paint it with oil paints. I will fet you paint on you own.
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o Find a charity for fu

appliances, dishes,
4 fumiture in “good, reusable
Adition” to area thrift stores.

//- small, non-working appliances {i.e.

toaster, iron, etc.) can be recycled at
household hazardous waste collection
ites: curbitboise.org/hhw i

~aa appliances can be recycled. |
‘2ne (345-1266) 10 |

rniture and furnishings
that are in good condition but aren'ta
good fit for your new home.

) Flatten boxes as you unpack. If they can't

be reused:

- Recycle them, along with paper packag-
ing, inside your blue recycle cart.

- Drop them off at Pacific Recyeling (5120
W. Emerald, 375-2131) or Western Recy-
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Greetings to al
IWthtosendalofyouaittbifmﬁoaneWhabchs:Iwilbecha

P

in Boise, The Sat. dasses wil be the 21 and 28 of March, 11:00to4:00,TheotherzwibeZSamzaMarm11:mm
4:00. lfyouwanttobrhgaunchthatwouldbefne.

Itmﬂdbegoodforynutuprepareymrstandltcanbedriftwoodorsormthhgfmmmeaaftstore. You will need
this when we are on the 2nd. dayofthecbss.lwlhavedmehgtosmpendmemon.

Thisisﬂvesupplyistfwmechss,youwﬂmedtobmgmesememfposme.

1 Onegourdforthebody,uﬁ:hnnldandditrenuvad,readytocraft.

2 GourdpiecestomttheﬁnsandeiesfmmﬂSneedstobehrgeenalglwtou:tocKZﬁas.mthienaybe
cut from another rounded gourd.

ThthsarelongerthanttesideofmeWhale,ththkeswueastheMtalebody and have a sght curve.

Think of your proportion,

3. Awoodbumerandroundedtlporspoontipmatyouprefertouse.
Dremel, cutting wheel, srral drill bt for blow hole,
Saw to cut mouth, Flukes, and Fins
Sal clarrps for holding mouth in place,
. Sandpaper fine grit,
8. Riffle files if you have some.
9. A snelflexible nier.

20. Your stand.

21. soft sander or power sander

22. Pencl, & eraser

23. Cleaning tools for removing insides
I will furnish

1.  The Glue E-6000

2. Wood glue and Epoxy

3. Paint for the inside

4, Patter.n‘;oths&Fmes

5 Dowe

ou the fundamentak of mai the\ﬂnxale.lhavetriedtostreamhememmbnssotmyhe

mitsot:mhzm.Somewilwork”?gsterthanothers.Wecanbeﬂexbleldon‘twanttotahewtnnany
c'MSIwoulv:tlhih}etnmwealistm‘peopiawl'lowam:totaiae!:l'leclasssols:anarraﬂge!Jothsessionst:;giveewenmmea
spot that want to take the dass,
Please callme or e-mail 208-344-9893 dbgamel@g.com Sign up and pay assures your spot .
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hitp:/jwebrail. . comzimbrahprinmessage?id=73035 "



